BUREAU COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
January 6, 2026


DIRECTORS PRESENT: Bill Gebeck, Todd Sears, Rod Grunloh, Jim May

DIRECTORS ABSENT: Mike Thacker

DISTRICT STAFF PRESENT: Becca Taylor - RC, Ashley Wallace - AC 

NRCS PERSONNEL PRESENT: Erika Luft - DC, Richard Rappley – NRS, Morgan Smith – SC

Call to Order: Bill called the meeting to order at 8:18a.m.

Guests: None

Approval of Minutes: Rod made a motion to approve the December minutes. Jim seconded; motion carried. 

Approval of Bills: Jim made a motion to approve the open bills. Rod seconded; motion carried. 

Approval of Timesheets: Rod made a motion to approve the December timesheets. Todd seconded; motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Budget & Finance: Ashley submitted the final draft of the FY24 Tax Levy Funds Request. 

Education & Outreach: Ashley noted that the annual meeting will be held at The Cliff and the event center will provide a breakfast buffet. Staff noted they co-hosted a Lady Landowner Seminar right before the government shutdown. Farm leases were discussed along with programs available to landowners.

Natural Areas: The board suggested a spring/summer intern for mowing and Whitver Farm maintenance. 

Personnel: None.

CORRESPONDENCE: District received a FOIA request asking for legal bill receipts for 2024-2025.

BUSINESS

PFC: Becca noted that she has a strip-till project, cover crop project and a potential cover crop project in the works. She asked for board approval to move forward. Jim made a motion to move forward with the three PFC projects. Rod seconded; motion carried. 

SSRP: Becca is working with the SSRP specialist to set up a site visit. 

CRP: Status reviews.

CREP: Surveys wrapping up.  

Seeding Service: Becca has begun working on the seeding service list. 

Vegetative Filter Strips: No applications received.

Zonings: No zoning requests received in December. 

Equipment Purchase: Rob Foelske’s employer is interested in purchasing the Gator. Will look into guidelines in terms of selling equipment and if it needs to be put up for bid. 

Whitver Farm: No updates.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None.

NEW BUSINESS

Prairie Chickens: Discussion was had on viability of prairie chicken habitat in this area.

Agenda Items for Next Meeting: Annual Meeting update.

Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for February 3rd at 8:15am.

Adjournment: Jim made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:43am. Rod seconded; motion carried. 











Minutes drafted and submitted by Ashley Wallace

